About the cemetery
Founded in 1890, the cemetery was established for
coal miners. It was previously called Youngstown
Cemetery until the city of Pleasant Hill took over
maintenance. It then became Oakwood Cemetery.

The Columbarium
at Oakwood Cemetery

The first fire, sometime in the early 1900s,
destroyed a small church that stood on cemetery
grounds. All records were lost and put back
together with nothing but the accounts of the
caretaker. The church was not rebuilt, and the
recreated records were moved to a general store
that was across the street.

In the mid-1900s, that building was also destroyed
by a fire. With it, the records were once again lost.
Like the previous records, new ones were created
by the caretaker, who wrote down everything he
could recall about the cemetery and those who
were buried there.
The cemetery resides on approximately 12.5-acres
with more than 8,400 plots.
The columbarium was built in 2014, and features
four horizontal rows of niches and stretches about
12 feet long with 32 flower vases on each side. The
structure is fabricated from granite, with 64 spots
for urns. The columbarium is located on the
northwest edge of the cemetery.
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Questions & Answers
What is a columbarium?

A group of small compartments or “niches”
designed to hold the cremated remain of loved
ones who have died. It can be a place of
remembrance, contemplation, meditation and
prayer.

What is cremation?

Cremation speeds the natural process by which
the body decomposes in burial. The remains are
treated with respect and dignity.

Why a columbarium?

♦ Having a columbarium is the comfort, peace,
support and witness provided for
residents and non-residents in this community.
♦ Offers a practical and comfortable way to
make advance plans, relieving the surviving
family of difficult decisions.
♦ Is theologically sound and environmentally
friendly.

What is the cost of a niche?

The cost of the niche is all-inclusive. When you pay
for the niche, you receive the use of the niche, one
regular weekday opening and closing, and
perpetual care.
Single niche
Holds up to two urns and includes one vase
♦ Residents:

$1,100

♦ Non-residents: $1,500
Companion niche
Holds up to four urns and includes two vases
♦ Residents:
$2,100
♦ Non-residents: $2,900
Engraving
♦ Contact McCall Monument @ 515-270-1917
to arrange engraving and pay them directly.
♦ Prices starting at $175, subject to change.

What are the dimensions of a
niche?
12" x 12" x 12"

What is a perpetual care
cemetery?
According to Iowa law, a “Perpetual Care Cemetery”
is a cemetery which has established an irrevocable
trust fund for the maintenance, repair, and care of
all interment spaces, features, buildings, roadways,
parking lots, water supply, and other existing
cemetery structures.
If you purchase a niche, 5 percent of the sale is
transferred to the perpetual care trust fund.

May I select the niche I want?
Niche assignments are allocated in accord with the
desires of each applicant on a first-come,
first-served basis, determined by the date of receipt
of a fully completed, paid-in-full application.

If I have no family member with
whom I wish to share a niche,
will someone else’s cremains
ever be placed in my niche
without my permission?
No. Normally, only a family member’s cremains
who you select will share your niche. However, if
two unrelated persons who are otherwise eligible
for inurnment so choose, they may share a niche
and its cost.

What happens if I purchase a
niche and decide later, for any
reason, not to use it?
Only the city can repurchase your niche. The city
will repurchase your niche at the same price at
which you purchased it, less the perpetual care
and filing fee.

What if I have already made
other burial arrangements?

When can a niche be
accessed?

Should you prefer inurnment at the Oakwood
Cemetery Columbarium, you should contact the
facility with which you made arrangements to learn
how those arrangements can be terminated.

What is the cost of a filing fee?

How is the Columbarium
administered?

A niche can be opened and closed Monday
through Saturday. If opened on a Saturday or a
Holiday, an additional $200.00 fee shall apply.

The filing fee with the Polk County Recorders
office for a deed is $18.

The columbarium is administered by the cemetery
superintendent.

